
Bath and North East Somerset Council 
Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education 

Minutes for the meeting held at 
Bath Spa University 

Wednesday 12 February 2014 
7 – 9 pm 

Present: 
Christian Denominations and other Religions Committee 
Jane O’Hara   Baha’i (Chair) 
Dr  Yukteshwar Kumar Hindu !
Church of England Committee 
Sue Rodford !
Teachers’ Committee 
Mary Dadley  NUT !
Local Authority Committee 
Cllr Nathan Hartley !
Co-opted members 
Denise Cush  Bath Spa University 
Mary Read  Hayesfield Academy  
Juhani Taylor  Humanist !
In attendance 
Mary Patterson Website manager 
Fred Ward  Clerk/associate adviser !
1. Welcome and apologies 

Apologies were received from Tony Bradley, John Harvey, Ann Hatton, Kerry Huggins and 
David Williams. !

2. Election of chair 
There was discussion regarding the election of chair and the role of the clerk. The current 
clerk, in post since 1996, has an additional position as associate adviser to the local 
authority on matters of religious education in schools, the locally agreed syllabus and 
Collective Worship. It was recommended that the taking of minutes and support for the 
chair at SACRE meetings be undertaken by Jane O’Hara as a representative of QSM the 
current contractor under the supervision of Fred Ward, who would remain the professional 
adviser. They would meet pre and post meetings with the chair to prepare and follow-up 
actions agreed by SACRE members. In order for this to operate, Jane O’Hara would 
resign as chair. 
ACTION 
A replacement chair will be sort from amongst the membership and elected at the next 
SACRE meeting if the above proposal is agreed. ! !

3.  Membership 
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Mary Read, currently a co-opted SACRE member, has requested that the Clifton 
Diocesan Schools and Colleges Service be approached to find if she can be re-
designated as a Catholic representative on SACRE Committee A. 
ACTION 
The clerk will make this request. !
Cllr Natham Hartley reported that there was an active Mormon group in Bath and that it 
would be appropriate to ask if a representative would wish to join SACRE. 
ACTION 
On receipt of contact details from Cllr Hartley, the clerk will invite a representative. !

4. Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting of 18 September 2013 were approved. !

5. Matters arising 
With reference to Minute 6a, it was reported that as most of the religious education 
artefacts were for secondary schools, these resources would best be given to Hayesfield 
Academy for loan to all secondary schools in the local authority. It was felt that this would 
have little effect on the mainly primary resources loan service at Saltford School. 
ACTION 
The SACRE website will be updated to indicate this development when the secondary 
resources are available for loan. !

6. SACRE developments 
a) Resource Centre 

On the odd occasion, a resource box was not returned in time to be available for loan. 
ACTION 
The website will now include a reminder that the teacher borrowing the resource box 
is responsible for returning it on time. 
. 

b) Website 
Mary Patterson reported the challenges she faced to update the current website 
because of not being able to access all the web pages. The cost of discussions with 
the provider Melchior had resulted in a charge of over £600. She gave a visual 
demonstration of an alternative website she was developing to which she would have 
immediate access for a cost of £30 a year.  
Members thanked Mary Patterson for the hard work she had undertaken on their 
behalf and confirmed they wanted her to continue in her role in the next financial year. 
ACTION 
Members agreed that the alternative website should be developed and go on line by 
the next SACRE meeting when the current website would be closed down. !

c) Grants to support visits to places of worship 
There was a very good response from schools wishing to take-up the 10 grants of 
£200 offered for the next round of visits to places of worship. Sue Rodford described 
the successful visits of St Julians and Camerton schools to a synagogue and mosque 
in Bristol. Photos of the visit are already on the SACRE website. !

d) World Religions Resource workshop  for Primary School Teachers 
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A workshop on Hindu and Muslim artefacts to be held on 26 March 2014 is recruiting 
well. !

e) Primary RE co-ordinators workshop 20 November 2013 
Dave Francis, national RE consultant, led this successful workshop covering the 
recent HMI report on Religious Educations and RE assessment in the primary 
school. !

f) VIth Form Conference 2014 
This will be held on 8 and 9 July 2014 at Bath Spa University and all schools with 
Year 12 students will be invited to attend one of four half day sessions. The 
programme includes a keynote speaker from the ‘Sea of Faith’ organisation to answer 
the question “Is religion only for those who can switch their brain off?”, a performance 
from a Bharatanatyam dancer who will explain the connection between her dance and 
Hindu tradition. There will also be a panel to answer students’ questions. 
ACTION 
Members willing to join the panel should contact Denise Cush. !

g) Supporting schools seeking REQM – request from Bathwick St Mary’s School 
Following discussion, it was agreed that it was too expensive for SACRE to support 
this initiative as the cost is £475 per school. However, a self-assessment 
questionnaire produced under the guidance of Dave Francis for schools in North 
Somerset and Somerset was circulated that covered some of the areas of the REQM. 
It was recommended that a quarter of the local authority schools (around 15) be 
offered a grant of around £80 for the RE Co-ordinator to complete and return the form. 
This would enable SACRE to carry out its duty to monitor religious education in the 
local authority schools. Further schools would be included in future years. 
ACTION 
The Clerk will look at the REQM questions to see if some can be added to the shorter 
questionnaire being used by the neighbouring SACREs and present this to the next 
meeting with cost implications. !

h) Proposal to support visits by RE specialists to schools 
A request came from a school to fund such visits and while most speakers from 
religious organisations usually only ask for expenses, members felt it was worth 
asking schools whether such funding by SACRE would be valued. 
ACTION 
The clerk will see schools’ views and report at the next SACRE meeting. !

7.  SACRE development plan and finances 13/14 
The current actual, committed and possible expenditure details were circulated. It 
was agreed that grants to the two remaining local authority secondary schools would 
be made. In addition £300 would be made available for the development of the new 
website. !!!

8. National RE developments 
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Denise Cush informed members that while the general decline in funding for RE training 
and professional development of the subject was still ongoing there was some good 
news. 

• The RE Council review of religious education had been published and was well 
received. It had been produced in a very short time scale in order to be available 
at the same time as the other curriculum reviews. While the latter had been 
funded by the government at considerable cost, the RE review was undertaken by 
volunteers for expenses only. 

• Finally the government has invited an RE specialist, Dave Francis, to join with 
other curriculum specialists on the Expert Subject Advisory Group. 

• The legal status of SACREs has been retained. 
• Funding Trusts are increasingly supporting the professional development of RE 

teachers. 
• The all-party parliamentary group of MPs for Religious Education has been 

reconvened. 
• There are moves to regionalise support for SACREs nationally as already 

happens in this area with the grouping of SACREs in support of the Locally 
Agreed Syllabus.  !

9. Any other business    
a) Cllr Natham Hartley explained his role as Faith Liaison Councillor, describing a range 

of initiatives including social action projects undertaken by faith groups, bereavement 
information on the Council’s website and support for the Mayor’s multi-faith group. 

b) There will be a celebration of the Hindu Festival of Holi at 5 pm on 26 March 2014 at 
Bath University, entrance £3. 

c) Westhill/NASCRE awards 2014 – Mary Read will investigate and, if viable, will 
circulate a proposal to SACRE members. 

d) On Wednesday, 26 March 2014, there will be talk by Dr Shamim on ‘Muslim 
Discourses on Integration and Schooling ain room NEG02 at Bath Spa University at 5 
pm. !

10. Next meeting  
This will be held at Bath Spa University on Wednesday 4 June 2014 from 7 pm. 
The proposed date for the next meeting will be 15 October 2014, same time and venue. !!
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