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Bath and North East Somerset Council 

Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education 

Minutes for the meeting held at Bath Spa University 

on Wednesday 6 May 2015, 7.00 – 9.00 pm 

 

Present: 

Christian denominations and other Religions: Committee A 

Jane O'Hara    Baha'i Community (Chair) 

Mary Read   Catholic Community 

Iris Segall   Jewish Community 

Marilyn Bryant  Salvation Army 

 

Church of England: Committee B 

Tony Bradley 

Sue Rodford 

  

Teachers: Committee C 

Linda Pillinger 

 

Local Authority: Committee D 

 

Co-opted members  

Prof Denise Cush  Bath Spa University 

Juhani Taylor                 British Humanist Association 

 

In attendance 

Dave Francis   Clerk/Associate Advisor 

Dr Catherine Robinson Proposed Bath Spa University co-opted member 

 

1. Thanks to retiring SACRE Clerk 

Fred Ward given a gift and card with grateful thanks from SACRE for his 19 years of 
excellent service as Clerk to SACRE. 

 

2. Welcome and apologies  

Apologies were received from Nathan Hartley (International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness), Dr Yukteshwar Kumar (Hindu Community), David Williams (CofE) and 
Mary Patterson (Website Manager). 
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Other members: Imam Rashad Azami, Kerry Courtier, Muktiar Singh Gill, John Hartley, 
John Harvey, Kerry Huggins, Wendy Ilderton, Dr Tim Powell, Cllr Dine Romero, Gary 
Webber. 

cc: Lin Bartlett, Debbie Langton, Margaret Simmons-Bird. 

Jane welcomed Dave Francis as the new Clerk to SACRE (subject to confirmation). 

 

3. Minutes of the last meeting: to be ratified and approved as a correct record and 
signed by the Chair 

The minutes were approved as an accurate record. 

 

4. Review of Agenda 

It was noted that some suggested new agenda items had been listed for discussion 
towards the end of the meeting.  

 

5. Membership  

5.1. Dr Catherine Robinson was accepted as a co-opted member of the SACRE, in 
place of Prof Denise Cush from 1st September 2015. 

5.2. Members noted that there was a need for further teacher representatives and 
that members should consider approaching colleagues they knew of who were 

members of teachers’ organisations who might be approached to put 

themselves forward. 

5.3. The co-opted Humanist representative, Juhani Taylor, was asked to leave the 
room while a wide-ranging discussion took place as to whether to include a 
Humanist as a member of Committee A. Some members argued that since 
Humanism is represented in the agreed syllabus and strongly represented in 
broad terms in the local area, there was a strong case for inclusion. There was 
a discussion about how far Humanism had a structure that reflected a spiritual 
belief system. Although the decision was not unanimous, SACRE 
recommended that there should be a Humanist representative on Committee 
A. Juhani Taylor was invited to rejoin the meeting. 

5.4. Members discussed the suggestion that there should be a limit to members' 
membership of SACRE. So if a member did not attend three meetings without 
apology they will receive a message from the SACRE asking whether they wish 
to continue to be a representative or whether they might recommend an 
alternative. We can also make a copy of the NASACRE handbook available. 
 

6. Other Matters Arising 

6.1. How can SACRE assist school governors? - Training on how RE can help them 
fulfil their responsibilities in the light of recent developments. It was agreed to 
carry this item forward to the next meeting. Mary Read was invited to lead this 
item. 

6.2. Members discussed alternative venues for the SACRE meetings. It seemed 
likely that meetings could continue at BSU, though Juhani suggested that Bath 
University might be available, subject to agreements with staff or pre-booking. 
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But as a student he has less priority that members of the teaching staff. 
 
Members mentioned the possibility of using schools as venues, e.g., Saltford, 
Chandag, St Mark's (but parking might be difficult there).  
 
The feeling was that SACRE should continue to meet at BSU if possible and 
Catherine undertook to make bookings when room bookings became available. 
 
The next meeting was proposed for Wednesday 7th October at BSU.  
 

7. SACRE Development Plan and Finances  

7.1. Dave introduced the idea of beginning a review of the syllabus and undertook 
to send round a proposed schedule for the review, which would also involve 
partner SACREs in Bristol, North Somerset, Somerset, Haringey and The Isles 
of Scilly. South Gloucestershire and Swindon SACREs had also expressed an 
interest in being involved.  
 
An agreed syllabus review steering committee would be formed and the first 
meeting held on Friday 10th July 2015, probably at Hillside House, Parkway, 
Bristol. Volunteers were sought to join the steering group. It was suggested that 
the Diocese might be represented by David Williams. Juhani could contact the 
BHA for further advice. Members expressing an interest in joining the steering 
group were Sue Rodford, Linda Pillinger, Tony Bradley and Mary Read. 
 
Members also discussed funding for the review. Tony suggested that there was 
a case for additional funding and Dave undertook to put ideas together to allow 
up to six members to participate, with three of these needing supply cover, and 
all requiring travel expenses to attend meetings. Dave would send round the 
timetable to members and invite participation. 
 
Members further considered where other savings might be made in the 
development plan for the coming year to allow full participation in the syllabus 
review.  
 
Dave would also suggest a plan for monitoring standards in RE and collective 
worship.  

7.2. Resource Centre: Sue tabled a report on the photos of the artefacts that have 
been taken. The report included suggestions to make the website more up to 
date and to make it clear that artefacts are free to loan. This would be passed 
on to Mary Patterson. The report noted that extra storage boxes were needed 
to contain the new artefacts.  

7.3. Website – SACRE noted its continuing support for Mary Patterson’s work on 

the website. 

7.4. SW Conference of SACREs: Jane and Denise noted the success of this 
conference. Further considerations would be included at the next meeting. 

7.5. Grants for school visits to places of worship or for visitors to schools: members 
noted the value of these grants and hoped they would continue, though it was 
uncertain how many schools had used all the finding. 
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7.6. Future of 6th Form RE Conference: Denise noted that a sub-committee had met 
before the full SACRE meeting and plans had been made to hold another 6th 
form conference in 2016. Further information and progress would be shared at 
the next meeting. 

7.7. Annual RE Co-ordinators’ seminar: Dave noted that he planned to hold another 

RE Co-ordinators’ seminar in November 2015. 

7.8. World religions workshop: Iris reported that she and John Harvey had led one 
hour workshops at this conference. She reported that the organisation of the 
event was very good and that Neil Baker had been very helpful in hosting it. He 
had a display of resources ready and offered helpful prompts at key times. The 
teachers were really interested, and benefited greatly from the event, including 
those who had attended previous workshops.  
 
Members suggested that Christianity and Sikhism should feature next time. 

7.9. RE Award (trial project): Dave would report on this suggestion at the next 
meeting. 
 

8. National, Regional and Local Developments 

8.1. Jane volunteered to be the Bath & NES SACRE representative at the 
forthcoming  National Association of SACREs conference and Annual General 
Meeting to be held on 21st May 2015. This was agreed. 

8.2. Dave reported that the REC’s Expert RE Advisory Group had now published its 

latest guidance for those constructing agreed syllabuses on RE:ONLINE at 
www.reonline.org.uk/religious-education-in-the-new-curriculum and that the 
Awareness, Mystery and Value (AMV) agreed syllabus steering group would 
take this guidance into consideration.  

8.3. Denise Cush reported that A level and GCSE criteria had now been published 
and were available on the DfE website at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gce-as-and-a-level-religious-
studies and https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcse-religious-studies  

8.4. Interfaith Events: Jane noted that a talk on the early days of Bath Abbey would 
take place on 13 May and that interested members could contact her for further 
information. Juhani noted his recent talk to the interfaith group. Information 
about a Hindu festival had already been circulated. Denise would send round 

information about a talk on ‘British Co-Presents and the Holocaust’ to members 

that will take place on 13 May at the Holburne Museum in Bath. 

9. Any Other Business 

9.1. Further agenda items, including those relating to the SACRE agenda and 
constitution would be included at the next meeting to be held at Bath Spa 

University on Wednesday 7th October, 7.00 – 9.00 pm. 
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